
Chilton Polden Playing Field Association 

Annual Report for 2016 

 

Hello to you all, this is my first annual report as Chair, so please bear with me as I find my feet and get to grips with 

everything…. 

We have had many changes to the committee over the last year.   A significant time for this change was the AGM 

held on 27/09/2016 in which Jennifer and Adrian Tretheweyy stepped down from the committee after many years of 

dedicated service. We wish to express our thanks for their help and support.  Phae and Claire also stepped down 

from their previous roles, but remain on the committee.  The new committee is as follows: 

Chair – Kathryn Hall  
Treasurer – Gordon Margary  
Secretary – shared between Gordon & Kathryn (short term) 
Claire Hayward, Phaedra Hamilton, Antony Carr, Kevin Plunkett, Elaine Colins, Jessica Thomas. 
 
Accepting the role as Chair has been a steep learning curve for me, but I have a group of very knowledgeable people 

supporting me, and we’ve had a fun and successful 6 months working together and I am committed to do my best 

for the Playing Field. 

The priorities for 2017 for the committee are: 

1. To raise funds to cover annual costs and future improvements 

2. To keep the Playing Field safe and accessible for all who use it 

3. To plan and execute local events to raise the profile of the Playing Field and promote community spirit 

Insurance – we had a nasty scare last year when the insurance provider (Zurich) gave us very short notice of 

cancelling the policy – this was the same for many other organisations like ourselves.  Antony took on the challenge 

of securing new insurance and managed to get a better policy with Zurich with better cover for less money!  We no 

longer have to purchase “bolt-on” cover for the events that we run – they are all covered under the main policy. 

Maintenance – our regular annual maintenance continues to keep the Playing Field looking good, and this has been 

significantly boosted this year by having all the boundary hedges cut back, and the road hedge cut down as a one-off 

job.  We are very grateful to the Parish Council for paying for this maintenance on our behalf.  Adrian Tretheweyy cut 

back the bramble at the gate before the fireworks night, and this has improved pedestrian access to the site. 

Repairs – we are undertaking a significant number of small repairs as required by the last safety report carried out in 

2016.  We will engage various contractors to complete these as economically and efficiently as possible.  

Events from last May: 

• Summer Fete / Fun Day 

Unfortunately, the weather was totally against us on this one and the day was a wash-out.  However, for the 

organisers and helpers and a few brave souls that came out in the rain, there was plenty of tea and cake and 

magnificent entertainment from Malcom the Magician.  

• Bonfire Night 

With wonderful weather, we had a huge crowd down at the Playing Field for this very popular event. The 

organisers made every effort to reduce queues and keep the momentum and entertainment buoyant. 

Rocket Man from Bridgwater again supplied a wonderful show, and we are working with him already to 

make this year bigger and better than ever. 

• Glastonbury Carnival Catering Event 

We rounded up a good crew to venture off and cook mountains of beef stew and apple crumbles for the 

support staff of the Carnival.  Our efforts were much appreciated by the cold and weary folk who reported 

back to us that this was one of the coldest and wettest carnivals in memory. 



4. For our first meeting of 2017 we had a good, long discussion about the coming year, what our priorities 

would be for events and fundraising and how we would go about it.  Firstly, we decided to withdraw from 

the Glastonbury event as it was not local and did not involve local people.  To balance this, we have created 

a new summer event that we hope will become a firm fixture on everyone’s’ calendar - Cream tea and 

Pimms at Tower House.  We are also working more to support Catcott Playing Field Assn and vice-versa – we 

will be inviting their participation in our events with sympathetic entertainment 

 

We have set the dates for all of our events and have created an events flyer that was distributed around Chilton 

Polden as we were selling raffle tickets.   

2017 Events 

Saturday 8th April  
Easter Egg Trail Family Fun 

Saturday 24th June  
Cream Tea & Pimm’s at Tower House 
 

Saturday 2nd September  
Summer Fete 

Saturday 28th October  
Bonfire Night & BBQ 
 

The Easter Raffle and Fun Trail was a great success.  This is the second year we have done the raffle and we decided 

to boost the event with a simple Easter trail/quiz to be held at the Playing Field with tea and cake and of course 

Easter Eggs.  We had great weather and an amazing turnout of local families romping about the field looking for 

Phae’s craftily located quiz questions.  Then much needed refreshments at the “café gazebo” and catch-up with 

friends.  The result was better than we could have hoped for. 

We are now gearing up to start planning the June event and hope with the help of our great team of volunteers will 

be another successful day. 

In the background, we are looking at appropriate local and national grants to apply for to boost our fundraising 

efforts.  We have some costly elements that could do with replacing – most importantly new safety surface to 

replace the current bark surface that is itself expensive to replace and doesn’t last long. 

We are looking at ways to boost our presence in the community and will certainly be doing more advertising for our 

events this year to help ensure the events are well attended and a great success.  We are very aware that our page 

on the Parish Council needs updating and is not helping us currently.  Please bear with us as we update our 

information and we will shortly provide something better and brighter and more useful. 

Thank you for your ongoing support – both financially and professionally.  There are always little gaps that need to 

be filled, reminders to be sent, advise to be given - to keep the wheels turning and ensure the Playing Field stays 

such a wonderful asset for the community. 

 

Kind regards, 

Kathryn Hall 

01278 722868 



Boult.hall@gmail.com 
chiltonpoldenplayfield@yahoo.co.uk 
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